
CHC 2D: Understanding Propaganda 

Due: Wednesday, February 16th  
Your Task: 

 You will create either a poster or a personal narrative that demonstrates your understanding of propaganda 
 
The Poster  

· You need to create a 8.5" by 11" propaganda poster that will convince young Canadian men to join the army 

· You may use a computer program (like photoshop), or you may draw the poster by hand 

· If you choose to use a computer program, you must include several images. You must also provide 
citations for these images; I suggest using Easybib.com. 

· Make sure your images are from the appropriate time (World War I) and of the appropriate subject. Do 
not, for example, use a picture of a Russian soldier and claim he is Canadian. 

· Though you have some freedom in terms of layout and message, you should consider using one of the 
methods used in posters shown in class 

· Your poster should reflect the times. Do not include words or images associated with our time, such as tanks, 
jets, or phrases like “step up.” 

· On the back of the poster, you must write one paragraph that makes connections between the content of your 
poster and one of the propaganda techniques on the back of the page. Remember that an effective paragraph is 
about 5-10 sentences long, and has a clear topic sentence. 

 
The Personal Narrative 

 You need to write a 1 ½-2 page narrative (single spaced) about a young Canadian boy who is convinced by 
propaganda to join the army. 

 To make the writing process easier for you, you need to create a full character. Give him an age, a place of birth, 
and a general disposition. Is he a young man in his twenties, working hard to support a young family? Is he a 
rebellious 17 year old looking for adventure? 

 Because your goal is to demonstrate an understanding of propaganda, you need to think carefully about how 
you will communicate these ideas. For example, don’t have the character explain what a “glittering generality” 
is. Instead, imagine a piece of propaganda he sees, and have him explain how it makes him feel. Roughly half of 
your narrative should focus on his explanation of the propaganda. 

 You have many options for how the narrative will begin. Is he already at war, reflecting on what convinced him 
to join? Is he walking down the street in his town when he sees the poster? Think about your choice carefully! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Propaganda techniques 

Bandwagon: trying to persuade everyone to join in and do the same as the dominant group.   

Testimonial: using a famous person or figure to endorse a product or idea. 
Transfer: implying that positive virtues/traits will be transferred to people who accept the message. (Example: Buying the right body 
spray makes the consumer irresistible). In political terms, transfer can also mean transferring the ideas associated with one 
person/group to another person/group.   
Repetition: the product name or keyword or phrase is repeated. George Bush used this constantly by repeatedly using the term 
terrorists in speeches. 
Emotional Words: creating a positive feeling by associating “value words” like beautiful, paradise, or luxury with the product/idea. 
Name Calling: words are used to create an unfavorable opinion of another group. (Constantly used in World War II). 
Glittering Generalities: using phrases or concepts that are easily endorsed by the public, so that crucial facts are swept aside. For 
example, “fighting for your country” seems like a positive idea, but could be used to mask a number of different reasons for fighting. 
Pinpointing the Enemy: using one group as a scapegoat, and inflaming the population’s distrust and/or hatred of them.  
Lesser of Two Evils: suggesting that the “choice” being presented to the public is much better than another option. 

 

 
 

 
Category/ 

Criteria 

 

 
Level 1 

 
Level 2 

 
Level 3 

 
Level 4 

 
 

 
Knowledge/ Understanding 

 
 

 
Understanding of 
propaganda 
concepts 
(explanation and/or 
description of 
chosen technique) 

 
demonstrates a 
limited understanding 
of propaganda 
concepts 

 
demonstrates some 
understanding of 
propaganda concepts 
 
 
 

 
demonstrates 
considerable 
understanding of 
propaganda concepts  

 
demonstrates a high 
degree of 
understanding of 
propaganda 
concepts  

 
 

 
Thinking and Inquiry 

 
 

 
Use of creative 
thinking skills 
through poster 
layout or creation 
of narrative 

 
applies creative 
thinking skills with 
limited effectiveness 

 
applies creative 
thinking skills with 
moderate effectiveness 

 
applies creative 
thinking skills with 
considerable 
effectiveness 

 
applies creative 
thinking skills with a 
high degree of  
effectiveness 

 
 

 
Communication 

 
 

 
Communicates 
information 
through the use of 
symbols and visuals, 
or through 
narrative 

 
Communicates 
information with 
limited effectiveness 

 
Communicates 
information with some 
effectiveness 

 
Communicates 
information with 
considerable 
effectiveness 

 
Communicates 
information with a 
high degree of 
clarity 

 
 

Application     

 
 

 

 

 

 
Makes connections 
between poster or 
narrative and 
propaganda 
technique 

 
Makes connections 
between poster or 
narrative and 
propaganda 
technique with 
limited effectiveness 

 
Makes connections 
between poster or 
narrative and 
propaganda technique 
with some 
effectiveness 

 
Makes connections 
between poster or 
narrative and 
propaganda technique 
with considerable 
effectiveness 

 
Makes connections 
between poster or 
narrative and 
propaganda 
technique with a 
high degree of 
effectiveness 


