
Notes for Culminating Activity 
Due: the Date of Your Interview (second week in May, approx. 80 days from today) 

 
What you will do: 

 You will create 15 pages of handwritten notes (or 9 typed) based on the two novels you are 
reading for your Culminating Activity (roughly 7 pages per novel).   

 Your notes will include a total of 5 sources: 2 novels and 3 appropriate secondary sources 

 Your notes will be in point form, single spaced. Large quotations from the text may be 
indented 

 
Guidelines for the Notes: 

 You must have the sources’ bibliographical information at the top of the section about the 
text. 

 You must have page numbers clearly listed for each item. I recommend keeping the page 
numbers in the margin on the left. This will make your life easier. 

 You must include at least three observations about the text per page of notes. These 
observations are simply your ideas about how parts of the text will connect to your theme. 
While these don’t have to be used in your essay, they should clearly refer to the theme you 
are examining. 

 You must have a clear distinction between notes about the text and your observations. You 
may do this by starting your observations with a keyword, such as note or observation, or by 
highlighting it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 You may use the format below. If this doesn’t make sense to you, you might want to look at 
the Cornell Method for note taking. See the next page. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Grandfield, Linda. I Remember Korea. Markham: Fitzhenry & Whiteside Limited, 2004. 

 

10 “huts and animal shelters we lived in were made of mud and stones and had thatched roofs” 

 NOTE: how does this compare to the living conditions of Koreans? 

11 POWs who resisted were sent to a new camp 

11 given meals irregularly, “every twenty-four to seventy-two hours” 

 



 

 Category/ 
Criteria 

 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

 Knowledge/ Understanding 

 Knowledge of texts 
demonstrated 
through notes 

Demonstrates 
limited knowledge 
of texts 
demonstrated 
through notes 

Demonstrates 
some 
knowledge of 
texts 
demonstrated 
through notes 

Demonstrates 
considerable 
knowledge of texts 
demonstrated 
through notes 

Demonstrates 
thorough 
knowledge of 
texts 
demonstrated 
through notes 

 Thinking 

 Evidence of 
analysis through 
observations about 
the text 

Analyses texts 
with limited 
effectiveness 

Analyses texts 
with some 
effectiveness 

Analyses texts with 
considerable 
effectiveness 

Analyses texts 
with thorough 
effectiveness 

 Application 

 Application of 
note-taking 
strategies and 
conventions  

Applies  
note-taking 
strategies and 
conventions with 
limited 
effectiveness 

Applies 
note-taking 
strategies and 
conventions 
with some 
effectiveness 

Applies note-taking 
strategies and 
conventions with 
considerable 
effectiveness  

Applies 
note-taking 
strategies and 
conventions 
with a high 
degree of  
effectiveness 


