
 

  Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

K
n

o
w

le
d

ge
 

 The examples(if 
provided) are not 
appropriate for the 
task, or are not 
explained 

 A few examples 
been provided, but 
they need greater 
development and/or 
explanation 

 Examples have been 
provided, but they need 
greater development 
and/or explanation 

 The examples 
provided  are highly 
appropriate, and are 
fully explained.  

Th
in

ki
n

g 

 There is no thesis 

 The topic sentences 
are factual, and thus 
cannot persuade the 
reader.  

 The analysis in the 
essay needs greater 
detail 
 

 There is a thesis, but 
it is somewhat 
unclear 

 Some of the topic 
sentences connect to 
the thesis 

 The analysis in the 
essay is usually 
detailed and 
effective, though a 
few points need 
more attention 
 

 The thesis is in the 
introduction 

 The topic sentences are 
clear, and connect to the 
thesis statement 

 The analysis in the essay 
is usually detailed and 
effective, though 1-2 
points need more 
attention 

 The thesis is clearly 
articulated in the 
introduction 

 The topic sentences 
are argumentative, 
and connect directly 
to the thesis 

 The analysis in the 
essay is detailed and 
effective 
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

 

 The content in the 
paragraphs does not 
connect to the topic 
sentences 

  There are numerous  
sentence-level errors, 
such as fragments 
and comma splices 

 Greater sentence 
variety is needed 

 The content in the 
paragraphs does not 
always connect to 
the topic sentences 

  There are several 
sentence-level errors, 
such as fragments 
and comma splices 

 Greater sentence 
variety is needed 

 Paragraphs are 
organized around topic 
sentences 

 Most sentences are well-
structured, but there are 
a few  fragments, 
comma splices, or 
similar errors 

 Sentences are varied  

 Paragraphs are 
organized around 
effective topic 
sentences 

 Sentences are well-
structured (no 
fragments, comma 
splices, or similar 
errors) 

 Sentences are rich 
and varied (including 
1-2 effective simple 
sentences)  

A
p

p
lic

at
io

n
 

 Significant portions 
of the content do not 
connect to the essay 

 The alternating point 
method is not 
applied effectively 
 

 Some of the content 
connects to the 
thesis 

 The alternating point 
method is applied 
with some 
effectiveness  
 

 Most of the content in 
the essay connects 
directly to the thesis 

 The alternating point 
method is applied 
effectively 
 

 All of the content in 
the essay, including 
relevant examples, 
connects directly to 
the thesis 

 The alternating point 
method is applied 
with a high degree of 
effectiveness 
 


