
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General discussion 

Move from 
general to 

specific

THESIS

Thesis

Move from 
specific to 

general

General

Body 
Paragraph

•Topic 1, Text 1

•Include a topic sentence that 
gives you something to prove

•support with details

Body 
paragraph

•Topic 1, Text 2

•include a topic sentences that 
gives you something to prove

•support with details

Body 
paragraph

•Topic 2, Text 1

•Include a topic sentence that 
gives  you something to prove

•support with details

WRITING A COMPARATIVE ESSAY 

Direct 
Quotation

•use the exact words, 
phrase, and/or sentence 
found in the original 
source.

•place the text inside 
quotation marks.

•place the author's name 
and page number in 
brackets following the 
quotation.

Paraphrasing

•rewrite the words, 
phrases, and/or 
sentences from the 
original source in your 
own words.

•place the author's name 
and the page number in 
brackets following the 
quotation.

Paraphrasing 
with attribution

•rewrite the words, 
phrases, and/or 
sentences from the 
original source in your 
own words.

•Introduce the author of 
the idea before or after 
the paraphrased text. 
Example: According to 
John Smith....

Block Quotation

•use the exact sentences 
found in the source.

•arrange this quotation 
like a paragraph. Indent 
both margins and single-
space.

•place the author's name 
& page number in 
brackets after the block.

IN-TEXT CITATIONS 

In Text Citations Works Cited Quoting, Paraphrasing, 
and Summarizing

Need More Help? 

Clear
Specific

Provable

CLUSTER 
DIAGRAMS can 

help you 
organize and 

focus your work

Organize all 
of your ideas 
and research 
into relevant 

subtopics

Choosing your 
subtopics 

carefully can 
help you 

construct an 
effective thesis

There should be 
direct links 

between your 
subtopics and 

your paragraphs

ESSAY STRUCTURE 

.

.

.

? 

TURN YOUR 
TOPIC IINTO A 

QUESTION

Choose a Topic

"Depiction of 
Women"

Choose Your Texts

"Snow White" and 
"Brave"

Combine the 
Topic and Texts

"How are women 
depicted in Snow 

White and Brave?"

.

Body 
paragraph

•Topic 2, Text 2

•Include a topic sentence that 
gives you something to prove

•support with details

•"The women in Snow White and Brave are subject to social 
pressures that reinforce gender compliance. Snow White willingly 
succumbs to these pressures; Merida, however, refuses to be 
defined by anyone but herself."

Writing a thesis for a comparative essay can be 
challenging. Because you need to combine your 
topic and both texts, you might need to write a 
thesis that is longer than one sentence. This is 
especially true if your thesis contrasts the texts.

•Paragraph 1: Social Pressures on Snow White

•Paragraph 2: Social Pressures on Merida

•Paragraph 3: Snow White succumbs to pressures

•Paragraph 4: Merida rejects pressures

While there are several approaches to writing a 
comparative essay, the alternating method is 
preferred. 

Video: Comparative 
Essay Part I

Video: Comparative 
Essay Part II

Video: Comparative 
Essay Part III

Don’t have a QR Code reader? Here are the URLS: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrpedrech/videos 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

By Jim Pedrech 

Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

Strathroy, Ontario 

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrpedrech/videos
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

