
On Second Thought: Or, How the Study of Media 

Changed My Understanding of Literature 

What You Will Do: 

You will apply the concepts from media studies to one of the texts studied this semester: your novel study, Twelfth 

Night, or The Five People You Meet in Heaven. You will share this in a spoken reflection. 

Your reflection will be 6-7 minutes long. It will take place in walkabout format. 

In your reflection, you will explain how applying these concepts discussed in media studies to a literary text can change 

your understanding of that text. 

While you will probably have to consult the literary text for specific connections, you do not have to conduct any 

external research. 

 

Concepts from Media Studies: 

1. All texts are constructions, meaning they are built by the author/creator. In these constructions, authors try to 
represent some aspect of the human experience. 

2. All texts represent the values of those that create them. These value messages are communicated to the 
audience (whether the audience knows this or not!) 

3. Because value messages are not universal (not everyone values the same things), some groups (Gender? Racial? 
Religious?) might not be represented. Thus, it is useful to ask whose story is missing? 

4. Each reader interprets texts differently. Sometimes, readers accept the message exactly as intended 
(dominant); other readers, however, might take an oppositional stance.  You can also take a negotiated stance, 
meaning that you accept some messages while rejecting others. 

 
Questions You Should Address in Your Reflection (aim for 3) 

1. So, this text is a construction. What aspects of being human is the author trying capture in this construction? 

(This is a little like a theme) 

2. What are the values messages in this text? What does the author want me to think and/or feel? 

3. What are some specific examples of these value messages in the text? 

4. Who seems to benefit from these values messages? Who is left out?  

5. How much do I accept these value messages? 

 

Some Topics You Might Want to Consider for Your Reflection 

What is Shakespeare saying about women in Twelfth Night? 

What does Five People tell me about faith and the afterlife? 

Do I accept the portrayal of heroism in The Story of Owen? 

What is Atwood saying about women and/or religion in The Handmaid’s Tale? 

What does Ansary want me to think or feel after reading West of Kabul, East of New York? 

 

The Reflection 

 This is not a formal presentation that requires an introduction, a conclusion, and a thesis. Instead, your goal is to 

answer 3-5 questions above in a conversational style. 

 Still, you will need to provide evidence to support your claims. For example, if you say that the hidden value 

message in Twelfth Night is that women should determine their own fate, then you will need to support this 

claim. 

 Taking the length of the reflection and dividing it by the number of questions you address will help you decide 

how long each response needs to be. For example, if you choose 3 questions, your answer for each question 

should be just over two minutes long. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Kn
ow

led
ge

 The student 

demonstrates little 

understanding of the 

text and concepts of 

media studies 

The student demonstrates  

some understanding of the 

text and concepts of media 

studies 

The student demonstrates 

considerable understanding of the 

text and concepts of media studies 

The student demonstrates a clear 

understanding of the text and 

concepts of media studies 

Th
ink

ing
 

One criteria is met 

 The student 

demonstrates effective 

metacognition by 

meaningfully reflecting 

on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

 The student can clearly 

articulate the stance 

chosen (oppositional, 

negotiated, or 

dominant) 

 The clearly articulates 

the value messages in 

the text 

Two criteria are met 

 The student demonstrates 

effective metacognition by 

meaningfully reflecting on 

his/her thoughts and 

responses 

 The student can clearly 

articulate the stance chosen 

(oppositional, negotiated, or 

dominant) 

 The clearly articulates the 

value messages in the text 

All three criteria are met, or two 

criteria are met with a high degree 

of effectiveness, but the third is not  

 The student demonstrates effective 

metacognition by meaningfully 

reflecting on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

 The student can clearly articulate the 

stance chosen (oppositional, 

negotiated, or dominant) 

 The clearly articulates the value 

messages in the text 

All three criteria  are met, with a high 

degree of effectiveness 

 The student demonstrates effective 

metacognition by meaningfully 

reflecting on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

 The student can clearly articulate the 

stance chosen (oppositional, 

negotiated, or dominant) 

 The clearly articulates the value 

messages in the text 

Co
mm

un
ica

tio
n 

One criteria is met 

 The language used is 

clear, specific, and 

appropriate 

 The visual components 

are effective, with only 

relevant images and 

small chunks of text 

 Eye contact, intonation, 

and body language are 

used to enhance the 

presentation 

Two criteria are met 

 The language used is clear, 

specific, and appropriate 

 The visual components are 

effective, with only relevant 

images and small chunks of 

text 

 Eye contact, intonation, and 

body language are used to 

enhance the presentation 

All three criteria are met, or two 

criteria are met with a high degree 

of effectiveness, but the third is not  

 The language used is clear, specific, 

and appropriate 

 The visual components are effective, 

with only relevant images and small 

chunks of text 

 Eye contact, intonation, and body 

language are used to enhance the 

presentation 

All three criteria  are met, with a high 

degree of effectiveness 

 The language used is clear, specific, 

and appropriate 

 The visual components are effective, 

with only relevant images and small 

chunks of text 

 Eye contact, intonation, and body 

language are used to enhance the 

presentation 

Ap
pli

ca
tio

n 

The presentation 

features a few  

connections between 

the text and the 

students responses to 

the questions 

The presentation features 

some  connections between 

the text and the students 

responses to the questions 

The presentation features  

connections between the text and 

the students responses to the 

questions 

The presentation features regular 

and insightful connections between 

the text and the students responses 

to the questions 


