
Becoming a Better Communicator 

What you will do: 

You will prepare for a short discussion with your teacher that explains how to avoid, correct, and/or address an issue with your communication. While this issue may be some 

mechanical element of writing (like essay writing or a particular grammar error), it may also be something more general, like how to prepare effectively for tests or how to 

master the art of the presentation.  

What you will include in a grammar-based discussion: 

 You will include a very formal and precise definition of the issue. For example, if you want to define fragments, your formal definition must include explanations of 

verbs and subjects. 

 You will include a very informal definition of the issue. Imagine that you are explaining this issue to a friend who knows nothing of the formal definition you used in the 

previous step (if you can explain the issue both formally and informally, you will better understand the issue) 

 In the remaining time, you will show me how to avoid the issue. You must use examples, but you can also use analogies and anything else that will help  you 

demonstrate your insight 

 I will probably give you an error or two that I will ask you to correct 

What you will include in a skills-based discussion: 

 You will explain what success looks like (what does a good presentation do? What does a good essay look like?) 

 You will provide specific examples of what wasn’t working for you in the past (what was your last presentation like? What went wrong on your last essay?) 

 In the remaining time, you will show me how to avoid the issue. You will bring in an example (an assignment from any class can work) and specifically show me what 

you would improve 

 I will probably question one of the techniques you provide, asking you to explain it in more detail 

 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Knowledge 
Quality of 
explanations 
 
Accuracy of 
explanations 

 A formal definitions is included, but 
the explanation is incomplete 

 An informal definition is included, 
but the explanation is incomplete  

 The definition of “Success” for this 
task is incomplete 

 

 A formal definitions is included, but 
the explanation only partially 
addresses the problems 

 An informal definition is included, 
but the explanation only partially 
addresses the problems  

 The definition of “Success” for this 
task is somewhat complete 

 The formal definition is precise and 
accurate 

 The informal definition is clear and 
appropriate 

 “Success” in this task is clearly  
defined 

 

 The formal definition is precise 
and accurate, with full 
explanations of relevant terms 

 The informal definition is clear 
and appropriate, and clearly 
explain the issue/error 

 “Success” in this task is clearly 
and effectively defined 

Communication The student does not meet these 
criteria: 

 clearly articulates the problem and 
his/her solution 

 using intonation and emphasis  

 effectively explains the issue  

The student meets 1 of the following 
criteria: 

 clearly articulates the 
problem and his/her solution 

 using intonation and 
emphasis  

 effectively explains the issue 

The student meets 2 of the following 
criteria: 

 clearly articulates the problem 
and his/her solution 

 using intonation and emphasis  

 effectively explains the issue 

The student meets all of the 
following criteria: 

 clearly articulates the problem 
and his/her solution 

 using intonation and emphasis  

 effectively explains the issue 


