
Historical Dialogue: 
Great Minds Discussing Great Times 

Due Monday September 28th    
 

What You Will Do: 
 Working with a partner, you will write a dialogue between two historians who are 

energetically discussing the 15th-17th centuries. 
 Each historian will interpret historical events through the lens of a particular historical 

theory or school. 
 Each historian will be evaluated separately. 

 
Dialogue Requirements 

 Each "historian" must evaluate 4 specific people/events/issues from the perspective of 
his/her school; the amount of writing dedicated to each of these four items will be the 
equivalent of 1 detailed paragraph. The presentation of these observations may vary 
dramatically: will the historian explain her views in long responses, or will her thoughts 
come out in spirited dialogue?  Will she speak calmly and eloquently, or will she spit 
venom at her opponent? While you need to keep the tone appropriate for a Catholic 
classroom--and for two scholars--you have considerable leeway in delivery. 

 Aim for 2-3 detailed and specific references per topic. Make sure you explain how your 
school applies! 

 Because this dialogue will presented as a script, providing an exact length requirement is 
not necessarily useful. Still, think of the following as a guideline: if each observation requires 
roughly a paragraph of explanation, this assignment would be approximately eight 
paragraphs long. 

 This must be a dialogue. Interaction been the historians is required; thus, simply copying 
and pasting your comments into the work of your partner is not recommended. 

 
Advice 

 Choose one of the historical schools that appeals to your sensibilities, but also seems to fit 
the times. This task will be much easier if you actually believe what you are writing. 

 A lot of the ground work for this assignment can be completed simply by talking about key 
events with your partner. Remember, however, to keep your particular historical school in 
mind throughout discussions. 

 You can include appropriate small talk between the historians. This might make the 
dialogue seem more natural. 

 We will be discussing events relevant to your assignment for the next two weeks. You need 
to think about everything we discuss in the context of this assignment. When possible, you 
will be given a few minutes to discuss these events with your partner. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Catholic Graduate Expectations 
 
THE GRADUATE IS EXPECTED TO BE: 
A DISCERNING BELIEVER FORMED IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH COMMUNITY WHO respects the faith 
traditions, world religions and the life-journeys of all people of good will. 
AN EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR WHO Presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with 
sensitivity to others. 
A REFLECTIVE AND CREATIVE THINKER WHO Thinks reflectively and creatively to evaluate situations 
and solve problems. 

 
 

 
 
Category/ Criteria 

 

 
Level 1 

 
Level 2 

 
Level 3 

 
Level 4 

 
 

 
Knowledge/ Understanding 

 
 

 
Understanding of 
historical school and 
events 

 
Demonstrates 
limited 
understanding of 
historical school 
and events 

 
Demonstrates 
some 
understanding 
of historical 
school and 
events 

 
Demonstrates 
considerable 
understanding of 
historical school and 
events 

 
Demonstrates 
thorough 
understanding 
of historical 
school and 
events 

 

 
 
Thinking 

 

 
 
use of evidence to 
support 
arguments/connections 
made 

 
uses evidence to 
support arguments 
with limited 
effectiveness  

 
uses evidence 
to support 
arguments with 
some 
effectiveness  

 
uses evidence to 
support arguments 
with considerable 
effectiveness  

 
uses evidence to 
support 
arguments with 
a high degree of  
effectiveness  

 

 
 
Communication 

 

 
 

 

 
clarity/sophistication  
of dialogue  

 
communicates 
ideas with limited 
clarity and 
sophistication  

 
communicates 
ideas with 
some clarity 
and 
sophistication  

 
communicates ideas 
with considerable 
clarity and 
sophistication  

 
communicates 
ideas with a 
high degree of  
clarity and 
sophistication  

 

 
 
Application 

 
  

 
connections made 
between events and 
historical schools 

 
Makes connections 
between events 
and historical 
schools  with 
limited 
effectiveness 

 
Makes 
connections 
between events 
and historical 
schools  with 
some 
effectiveness 

 
Makes connections 
between events and 
historical schools  
with considerable  
effectiveness  

 
Makes 
connections 
between events 
and historical 
schools with a 
high degree of  
effectiveness  

 


