
ENG 4U Culminating Activity 
 

For your Culminating Task (worth 15% of your final mark), you will prepare a seven-minute lesson 
that you will present several times, each time to small groups of students in walkabout format. 
The lesson should include the following elements: 

Congratulations! You 
have already examined 
your texts and made 
notes, so this step 
shouldn’t take long 

You will provide a short (but comprehensive) verbal overview of your novels, plays 
and/or films. This must not take longer than two minutes of your presentation time, 
total.  

 

Delving into your 
thesis and your 
evidence should help 
you here. 

You will provide an overview of your findings on themes/motifs/whatever it is that you 
examined. What significant findings did you make? This should take approximately three 
minutes of your presentation time and must include at least two specific references to 
your secondary source findings. Again, aim for no more than 2 minutes. 

Okay. This is new. You will create some sort of visual element that can be viewed by members of the 
class. This could be a poster-board, a slideshow (on personal laptops, phones, or tablets 
only; let me know in advance if you need a laptop), an informational pamphlet to be 
handed to your audience, etc.  

Also new. You will explain how applying the media studies concepts to your literary texts can 
influence your understanding of those texts. While you will have to consult your texts 
for specific connections, you do not have to conduct any more external research. 

OR 

You will explain how your chosen theme connects to a real-world event/issue of your 
choice. This will require you to consult news sources, etc. 

 

Self-evident, I think. You will interact with your audience throughout the presentation. No reading from a 
page, please. You may have notes, but use them sparingly. 

 
 

Concepts from Media Studies and How to Apply Them: 
 

1. All texts (media and literary) are constructions, meaning they are built by the author. These texts contain both overt 
and implied messages. What overt and implied messages are contained within your texts?  
Ask Yourself: 

a. What is the “story” or message in the text(s)? 
b. Does the text follow any particular formula, or have a familiar type of story? 
c. What codes and conventions are used? 
d. What are the characters like, and which characters are in control? Is there any stereotyping? 
e. What point of view or value messages are communicated in the text? How do they compare to my 

own experiences and beliefs? 
 

2. The same text can prompt different responses from different audiences. Each reader interprets texts differently. How 
does this apply to your studied works? 
Ask Yourself: 

a. Who is included? (Consider age, gender, cultural group, job type, and so on.) 
b. Are their views and images shown in a positive, negative, or neutral way? 
c. What type of person are you encouraged to identify with? 
d. Who is the intended target audience for this text?  
e. How and why does this text appeal to its audience? 
f. How might people react in different ways to this text? 

 



 
3. Representation, form, style, and techniques in media works and texts convey messages with social, ideological, and 

political implications. What messages are most dominantly represented in your novels?  What implications do these 
messages have for individuals and today’s society? 
Ask Yourself: 

a. Where does this text(s) come from? Who created it? Why? Who owns it? 
b. Where did the money come from to produce this text(s)? Who receives money from the sale of this text(s)? 
c. How does the message of the text define happiness, success, or right and wrong? 
d. What ideas or perspectives are left out? 
e. Do I actually accept this idea, or am I just used to it? 

 

 
 

 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

K
n

o
w

le
d

ge
 The student demonstrates 

little understanding of the 
text and concepts of 
media studies or the real-
world event 

The student demonstrates some 
understanding of the text and 
concepts of media studies or the 
real-world event 

The student demonstrates considerable 
understanding of the text and concepts 
of media studies or the real-world 
event 

The student demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the text and concepts 
of media studies or the real-world 
event 

Th
in

ki
n

g 

One criteria is met 

• The student 

demonstrates effective 

metacognition by 

meaningfully reflecting 

on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

• The student can clearly 

articulate and analyze a 

relevant theme from 

the texts 

• The student clearly 

identifies the value 

messages in, audience 

for, or form of the text 

Two criteria are met 

• The student demonstrates 

effective metacognition by 

meaningfully reflecting on 

his/her thoughts and 

responses 

• The student can clearly 

articulate and analyze a 

relevant theme from the texts 

• The student clearly identifies 

the value messages in, 

audience for, or form of the 

text 

All three criteria are met, or two 
criteria are met with a high degree 
of effectiveness, but the third is not  

• The student demonstrates effective 

metacognition by meaningfully 

reflecting on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

• The student can clearly articulate 

and analyze a relevant theme from 

the texts 

• The student clearly identifies the 

value messages in, audience for, or 

form of the text 

All three criteria  are met, with a high 
degree of effectiveness 

• The student demonstrates effective 

metacognition by meaningfully 

reflecting on his/her thoughts and 

responses 

• The student can clearly articulate 

and analyze a relevant theme from 

the texts 

• The student clearly identifies and 

analyses the value messages in, 

audience for, or form of the text 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

 

One criteria is met 

• The language used is 

clear, specific, and 

appropriate 

• The visual components 

are effective, with only 

relevant images and 

small chunks of text 

• Eye contact, intonation, 

and body language are 

used to enhance the 

presentation 

Two criteria are met 

• The language used is clear, 

specific, and appropriate 

• The visual components are 

effective, with only relevant 

images and small chunks of 

text 

• Eye contact, intonation, and 

body language are used to 

enhance the presentation 

All three criteria are met, or two 
criteria are met with a high degree 
of effectiveness, but the third is not  

• The language used is clear, specific, 

and appropriate 

• The visual components are effective, 

with only relevant images and small 

chunks of text 

• Eye contact, intonation, and body 

language are used to enhance the 

presentation 

All three criteria  are met, with a high 
degree of effectiveness 

• The language used is clear, specific, 

and appropriate 

• The visual components are effective, 

with only relevant images and small 

chunks of text 

• Eye contact, intonation, and body 

language are used to enhance the 

presentation 

A
p

p
lic

at
io

n
 

The presentation features 
a few connections 
between the texts and the 
media concepts 

The presentation features some 
connections between the texts 
and the media concepts 

The presentation features connections 
between the texts and the media 
concepts 

The presentation features regular and 
insightful connections between the 
texts and the media concepts 



 


